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NB:  The writer is the recipient of best Higher Secondary Teacher National Award, State
Govt.Award & Indian President Scouts Award, His reserch work along the Gayathripuzha Vally of
Venkedamala /Thenmala, Palakkad District has identified a large number of Archaeological
Evidences datable between 4000BC and 200 AD. It consist of archaeological evidences of
microliths, post holes, rock engravings, megalithic monuments , open aided shrines, ruined shrines,
sculptures and stone inscriptions. He is a native of Nenmeni, Kollamkodu at Palakkad  District and
presently working as Higher Secondary School Teacher in Geography, at Jayakeralam HSS
Pulluvazhy, Ernakulam District,
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The Push and Pull Effects of Migration on the Ancient Settlement Site
Along the Gayathripuzha Valley of Palakkad District in Kerala State

. V. Sanalkumar
H.S.5.T (Geography), Jayakeralam H.S.S, Pulluvazhi (PO), Emakulam, Dist. Kerala State, India

E-mail: v.s2 my

The intensive field work by the present researcher along the banks of the Gayathripuzha
and lkshumadipuzha- the tributaries of the Bharathapuzha (Peraru) river basin of
Palakkad gap at Western Ghat of South India of ancient Gondwana landmass has been
yiclded a large number of fresh prehistoric, early historic, medieval and later medieval
archaeological sites and remains developed mainly due to the influence of migration. The
exclusive findings of the settlement sites consists of the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic,
Neolithic, Megalithic and early Historical settlement sites, artifacts and evidences
datable between 40,000 B.C and 1800 AD. The geological background of the settlement
even extends above Oligocene period (above 40,000 BC) to Halocene period ( 0-10,000
B.P). The cultural evidences of ancient settlement of this region comprises Paleolithic
quartz tools, (1,00000 BC - 10,000 BC), 26 Mesolithic factory sites with microlithic tcols-
(between 4000 B.C-10,000 B.C), 27 habitation sites of Neolithic Post holes on granite flat
surface and rock shelter (4000 B.C-1,000 B.C), 300 megalithic burial monuments of
granite slab cists, granite dolmenoied cist and Urn burials and terracotta figurines
(1000 A.D-300-A.D), rock engravings (1000 B.C-800A.D), foot prints, stone inscriptions
of vattezhuthu, over hundreds of sculptures, hero stones, and ruined shrines (800 -1200
A.D) within a limited area and so on of varied periods (1200-1800 AD). It also consists of
a large number of prehistoric dwelling sites of about 50 natural rock shelters and caves
in the Mountain valleys with streams and along the river valleys with archaeological and
anthropological potentials. The ethnical tribal groups of this area belonged to prehistoric
megalithic period are still talking different primitive tribal languages and dialects in their
colloquial conversations. The most of the archaeological remains obtained from the
Palakkad gap zone resembles very much that of entire peninsular India reveals its’ °
unique settlement character due to intra regional migration due to push and pull effects.

Iligmﬂonboldsapmmmentphceintbcmphwnmbdsdndcvdwmemda
uxhuﬂmmnlnﬂgnﬁmamtbcwnsﬂaedélmmofmmt
from one place to another. For understanding the continuous change of the space -
eontentandlp.oerehdonshlpo(nteponthcmovcmentofpeoplenmxnstmmento(
cultural diffusion andooaalmtaganonhnstobenm&nd.Mtpamlmmd
integrations of an area has to be understood to get the complete picture of an aerial
study. Migration of various groups of pcople into the Palakkad district had started
during the prehistoric period. The Paleolithic and Mesolithic people were nomads from
Peninsular India and they began to settle in most favored geographical area. The foot hill
regions were more attractive for the early migrants as the area provided natural
protection, of water from mountains streams, storage facility in ponds and
tanks for water supply and favourable conditions for cultivation. The facility for paddy
cultivation was the main attraction of the early civilized migrants of different ethnical
groups. Differences in physical features, customs and traditions, life style, cultural
growth of different ethnical groups of the study arca suggests that they all came to this
area from different remote arcas of Peninsular India even from Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. They are come to Palakkad district at different periods for
various reasons and developed a separate sub-culture in the course of time. The migrant
communities gradually acquired different socio economic status, culture, and power

Nadu and Karnataka regions. This has lead to the of civilized culture leading
to out- migration. The evidences of Push-Pull factors of m can be visibly seen in
the study area if we are analyzing the historical evolution of migration between the
Prehistoric and historic period of this land. This section will consider the glimpses of all
these aspects of migration.
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ABSTRACT >

Eventhough historians have been generally analysed about the South Indian ancient Porainadu/
"Chera Kingdom of Kerala based on the Tamil Classical Samgam and Post Sangam literatures betwex 1 the
period from 300B.C10300A.D, the identity of actual location of seat of ancient Chera Kingdom ‘Porainadu’
with its geographical and archacological background, has not yet been properly explored. The field exploration
conducted by the present researcher along the tributary zone of the Gayathripuzha Valley of the mighty river
Perany/Bharrhapuzha of Palakkad District of Kerala State have been yeileded a large number of geographical
and archaeological evidences datable between above 10,000 B.C to 1800 A.D. This section deals with the
geographical identity of thecat of ancient Porainadu in Palakkad district of Kerala State based on historical
mmwmmmmuuwmwu.m
outcome but surely be the continuation of the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Megalithic and Early historic culture and
the Palakkad Districtof Kerala State was the hub of Porainadu isthe main theme of this rescarch paper.

Introduction:

As a part of ancient Tamizhakam, Palakkad District has not got enough attention by the historians
mwmmmmﬁnmmmmauw
background and cultural heritage of ancient Kingdom Porainadu. Everitholigh several attempts were initiated
for reconstructing the burried history of Porainadu mainly besed on the ancient textual and occasional insctiptional
analysis, it lacks methodological limitations of geographical and cultural analysis. The geographical arca of the
Ancient Tamizhakam of Peninsular India extends roughly between the hills of Venkatam of Andhra Pradesh
in North and sotthern tip of Kanyakumari in Tamil Nade; in which the Tamizhalam was ruled by powerful
Kingdom the Chera/Cheral, the Pandya and the Chola, they combinely termed as Moovarasar(three rulers)
after 1000 B.C during Megalithic period. The Cheral/ Chera Country in ancient period was known as Porsinadu
and later became Cheranadu capital at Vanci/Vanji. The Porainadu belonged totheparts
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of central Kerala with the nodel point at Palakkad gap- the gate way to the South Indian Plateau. The parts
of Tamil Nadu that ies east of Palakkad gap up to the Palani Hill was also occupaied by the Porainadu rulers
with occassional shift in its boundary in different periods. Even though the evidences of *“Porai” in the mountain
valleys, rocky plateaus, hillocks and archaeological evidences relevant (o that period is of grater important
wﬁbmmmmnsnugamghm

Aims and Objectives of the Study: The main objectives of the study are follows.

To establish the Geographical ideatity of ancient Porainadu of Tamizhakam.

To identify the geogruphical and cultural evidences related (o Porainadu.

To examine the archaeological evidences of Palakkad and its relation with the Porainadu,
Chronology: Itis difficult to fix the correct chronology of of Porainadu. Howcver the analysis of the Tamil
Sangam Classical literary works reveals that the usage of Porayan and Porainadu existed between 3% Century
B.C and 300 A.D. However the evidences of archaeological data obtained by the present rescarcher from
uwmmmmmmnomscmmwmmmmnmum
mmumaumdwmﬁmu&mmmm
between 300 B.C and 300 A.D., the origin of the dynasy would be surely pushed back to before 300 B.C
and hence the term poramnadu might have prevailed even during 1000 B.C in Megalithic Period and continuation
of the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods and has considered the period between 1000 B. C and 300 A.D for
evaluation.

Methodology:

NMthWmmﬂwmmmw&Ban
the the identity of Porainadu,

Onomastic Study- The study of propernown and place name znalysis. The mesolithic, Neolithic, Megalithic and
Early Historical evidences discovered from &cmbeyphtummdhﬂochothhkhd District. The Tamil
Classical Sangam and Post Sangam literatures. Field exploration,

Classical Referances

-The Sangam classical works have reffered about the presence of granite hillocks with'devine worshiping gods
of Murugan, Jains and Budthist and Jaina religious faith. The referances about the Porainadu rulers were
found in the Sangam works of Patirrupattu, Akananooru, Kurumthokai and Narrinrim.
uwwduwwmmmwunmmvamum
WMADMIMMIMMmpmmMuSMmMmMMammMum
written before 700 A.D also provide valid information regarding the geographical and cultural background of
the Porainadu/ Cheranadu and its capital Vanci/Vanji.

The classical works of foreign geographers such as Magasthenes (4* Century B.C), Pliny (1* Century
A.D), Periplus (2* Century A.D) also given valid cluc about the ancient Chera country.
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Noted historians such as K.G Sesha lyer, Kanaka Sabhai, S. Krishnaswami Iyengar andN. Sasthri
ahomﬁuedabom&e?anm&/@a:mlat&dmmemmdmmiﬂm
mmamwuwwoﬁuwww
in depth. :

Field Result: After the general observation in the so called territory of Porainadu the inie village to
wmpmmwummqummdwm
No.l) in the Gayathripuzha river Valley of Palakkad District - the tributary of the Keralirgest river
Chulliyum Perarw/ Perare/ Bharathapuzha. The following arc the documented evidences digraphy and
archaedlogy of Porainadu in Palakkad District.. '

Identification of the Geographical names “Porai’/ Pars/ Kundru with granite rocks:

mmmwnﬁwmwmmwnuemm
AD.

Thekkinchira Poral and Chingan Chira: Rockshelter, Microliths, nearby megaliths and Qrine under
bunyan trees with ancicnt sculptares in chinganchifa between the Periods 10,000 B.C and $8D.
Dharmi Porai: Rockshelter, Microliths, megaliths between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 308
Thevarmani Porai: Cave, Microliths, Postholes, Rock Engravings and Opea Shrinc and sy Megaliths
between the Reriods 10,000 B.C and 300 A.D..

Mattamattl Porai: Rock Shelters and Megaliths between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 3008
Kosavankode Porai : Rock Shelters, Caves, Microliths Megaliths, Stone slabs betweenfriods 10,000 -
B.Cand 300A.D.. !

10000 BCand 00AD.
2. Chathan Para: wmmwws@mmmum«ns C

4.anhn-ammmwmmmnmcwwo

s Para: Microliths, Postholes, Sltm.anedStmm.&mc lheknnth
10,000 and 1,200 A.D. e e

MWMMMMIMBCMWRC - 3
arikkalkalam Para Microliths, Postholes, between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 300 B.C.
Venga Para: Megaliths, between the Periods:300-B.C and 300 A.D.

Koduval Para: Mcgaliths, Open shrine between-the Periods 300 B.C and 800 A.D. .
Melambakode Para: Post holes between the Periods 10,00 B.C and 300 B.C.

Vakol Para: Postholes Megaliths, between the Periods 1,000 B.C and 300 B.C.
Panamkavukalam Para: Microliths, Postholes, betweea the Periods 10,000 B.C and 300 ¥
Elampilava Para: Postholes, Mehaliths, Shaine. between the Periods 1,000 B.C and M.D.
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wmzmmmummmlmmmm 10,000 B.C
and 300 A.D. between the Periods 300 B.C and 1200 A.D.

Kokki Para: Microliths, Rock Shelters, Sockets,Potteries, Querns between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 300
A.D.

M“MMMS@WM&WIWBC!&W&
Sanguchakra Para: Postholes, Rock engravings between the Periods 1,000 B.C and 300 A.D.
Kundrw/ Kunnw/ Mala/ Girl (Hill) and its Cultural Background

Athanadu Kunnu: Open Shrine- Upto 800 A.D.

10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.

VenKata Mala: Caves, Rock Shelters, Sacams, Microliths, Forest products Open Shrines betweea the Periods
10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.
mmmmmmmmmopmmmm
10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.
wwwmmmmwmmomm
between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.

Kongalar Mala: Caves, Rock Shelicrs, Streams, Microliths, Forest Products,Open Shrine between the Periods
10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.
MQMWMMMMOMSMMTM&WMMMW
10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.
M&mMMSMMMMMM@mwmw
Periods 10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.

Kotta Mala: Rock Shelter, Rock Engravings,Open Shrine, Sculpture betweea the Periads 1,,000 B.C and 800
AD.

Kavasserry Mala: Cave, Natural Rock Shelter, Open Shrine, Terracotta Sculptures Periods 10,000 B.C
andUpto 800 A.D.

Seetharukundra: Microliths, Post holes Rock Engravings, between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.
Kili Mala: Caves, Microliths, Open Shrine between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 800 A D. between the Periods
10,000 B.C and 800 A.D.

Vamala: Microliths, Rock Engravings, Megaliths, Open Shrine, Sculpture between the Periods 10,000 B.C and
Mookkarassn Kunnu/Agasthya Giri: Mcgaliths, Ruined Shrine, Sculpture betweea the Periods 10,000 B.C
and 1200 AD. ‘
Thenmala/Nelliyampathi: Waterfalls/ streams, Rock Shelters, Caves, Microliths, Post boles, Rock Engravings,
Open Shrines, Vegetation, between the Periods 10,000 B.C and 1200 A.D.

Malanadu : hmmmm-ﬂwmmmmmoncmlmw

Analysis

The term Poraian and Porainadu was found in the Sangam Classical Tamil works during Megalithic
period after 300 B.C, even though the name prevailed cven before that period The geographical word “Porai’
is derived from a Dravidian Tamil language means ‘Rock’ in English. The Malayalam word ‘Para’is a
modified form of Porai. The land area with the presence of Porai/ Para (rock) was termed as Porainadu
(Porai + nadu = Rockeyn:edmpodemy)mdthemledchcﬁmndmoﬂhemw

termed as Pormian. The above mentioned archacological and
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geographical evidences from the rockey Porai, Para and Kundru in Palakkad gap zone and the absence of
such an evidences in other parts of Porainadua justify the stand that the heart of Porinadu was in the southem
foothill belt of the Palakkad District. The classical Tamil work referances about the Poraian and Porainadu
m&MMMWmMMMWmWMn
ﬂmhmmmmm

The Porainadu was also reffered as Chera/ Cheral nadu and such a referances can also be found in
the Sangam and post Sangam works. Even though historians were given interpretation to the word Chera
nadu means Cheru nadu (Muddy land) or Cherumar Nadu ~ the land of Cheruma Communuty (Cherumar is
a Schedule Caste Community , who were agricultural labours, still found in Palakkad District), the historians
have not given interpretation relating it to the relief features, The Tamil word Cheral means downword
mountain slopy area. The seat of roval Chieftan found in the foothill region of the slopy mountain termed as
Cheral and the foothill Venkatamala of Palakkad gap was more apt to locate the Porainadu. The rulers of the
Paﬁnagh:wbowu?«ﬁymmmmmmummawlimbbmdﬁsmm
eastemn parts of Vencatamala located Athanad kunnnwhillock and that area still retain the name of Athanadu
in Palakkad gap, also justify the the links with the porzinadu. o =

The presence of above mentioned chronological sequence of cultural evidences from 10,000 B.C
onwards found in the Southem foothill region of Palakkad gap and the sbsence of such a varieties of culturally
significant rockey plaeaus and hillocks surrounded by Paddy ficlds with ponds and streams in other parts of
Porainadu suggests that this area was the most ideal spot for development of an ancient Kingdom Porainady
thMMWM«WMM&MDWM
Mumw&a&m“wm;mmwumdmmm
in this sensc the Palakkad gap zonc was the most ideal spot for the development of Cheral Kingdom .

The Medieval geographical place names Cherapuram(City of Cheral), lies east of Athanadu,
Cheramangalam (Cheral dwellers), Cheranpotta (Paddy field of Cheral) also still survives in the foothill
Venkatamala justifies further Porainadw Cheralnadu link of this territory.

Kottambalam and Kudalur, Perum Chera, Nedum Chera, Chengan Potta, Kadukkan Kunnu, Oottara,
Karipodu etc are the other geographical places still retain the Porainadu Cheral links in the Palakkad gap
zone. Kottambalathu Thunjiya Makothai, a Chera King and author of 168* song of Akananooru, who died
at Kottambalam and this area belonged to Palakkad gap. Kudalurkizhar (218 A.D)Sangam court poet of
Chera ruler and astrologer mamawammmmwmmfcmﬁmm
mumnmmmmmmmmmm
mmswbmmmMannm&mm
hill at Venkundranadu.

The river Chulliyum Peraru mentioned in the Sangam work Akananooru 149) and the Porunai River
mentioned in Purananooru 11 and 387,is the Present Perany/ Bharathapuzha river at Palakkad and the name
Chulliyaru still survives in the foothill region at Venkatamala in Palakkad District.
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The referance about the Porunai is related to river at porainadu and this also suited to the study area. The post
Sangam work Chilappathikaram Vancikantam mentioned about the Peraru river and its geographical
background of Vanci- the Capital of Chera country that shows the river flows like a necklace on the chest
around high mountains also applicable with the Venkatamala and Palakkad gap. The referances about the
meusﬂu\hhmmmmmhmmcabom&dm
the study area. ’

Most of the primitive tribal groups such as Cherumar, Kollar, Kuravar, Kusavar, Parayar, Arayar,
Kongalar, Mannan and Panar of the Megalithic period mentioned in the Tamil Cllassical works are Sull
residing communities of this area justify the stand that the Porainadu is belonged to foothill region of Venkatamala
of Palakkad District. ;

Akananooru 44,104, 145, 164, 251 and Purananooru 14, 62, 126 throw light on the importance of
the four arms such as intantry, cavalry, chariots and elephants. The most ideal geographical location for the
dmpetsalof of such a(mabmngamymonlymhhkhdgapmthemaaamy

Rxcc is the onc of the oldest and major crops of megalithic people and the fertile nvavalleys of
Palakkad gap was the most favoured site for paddy cultivation for lorishing ancient civilisation, The availability
of iron ore from Kollamkode for blacksmiths, clayey soil for kusavar of Megalithic communities were the
minerals used widely in porai culture also favours in favour of Palakkad gap.

Conclusion

From this anafysis the identity of Porai region and the seat of Porainadu have been established based on the
cvidences of geographical and archaeological background and Sangam and Post Sangam literary sources in
favour of the foot hill region of Venkatamala of Palakkad gap.
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ARCHAEOLOGY OF KOLLENGODE REGION,
PALGHAT DISTRICT, KERALA

,Abstract
Surveys conducted by the author in the recent years have brought to light °
several megalithic burials, caves and rock shelters with engravings, and his-
torical sites, and inscriptions in Kollengode area of Palghat district in Kerala.
A brief outline of these discoveries is presented in this paper.

' Keywords: Palghat; Megaliths; Kerala; Temples; Inscription.
Introduction

The Palghat region occupies a significant place in the history of Kerala, because
of its location in the Palghat Gap that serves as a major access route between Kerala
and Tamil Nadu. This region is archaeologically rich and has material remains dat-
able from the prehistoric to modern periods. Surveys conducted by the author in the
recent years have brought to light several megalithic and historical sites in Kollengode
area (Fig. 1), w‘hich form the subject of this paper.

The Study Area - Environmental Background

Palghat district, which covers an area of about 4480 sq km, is drained by the
west-flowing Bharathapuzha river and its tributaries (Kareem 1976). The study area,
Kollengode, is located about 24 km south of Palghat in the vicinities of the pictur-
esque mountain valley of Nelliyampathy. In the early period, Kollengode was kiiown
as Venkundranadu, Vihayasapuram, Sithasaila Bhoo and Venginadu, and later it
became Venganad (Krishnan Nair 1935). It is also mentioned in the Chilapathikaram
(Viswanathan Nair 1975: 19, 513). The Gayathri river, a tributary of the Bharathapuzha,
originates from the Nelliyampathy hill ranges and passes through the heart of
Kollengode. A number of small and large caves and rock shelters, ideal for the
residence of prehistoric settlers, occur in this region. This region enjoys a drier
climate compared to other parts of Kerala and shares similar climate of Coimbitore .
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region of Tamil Nadu. It receives less rainfall (5400 mm per annum) than the other
areas of Kerala due to the Palghat Gap. Temperate, tropical evergreen and tropical
and wet evergreen forests occur in this district.
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Fig. 1 Map of Kollengode region

Previous Rescarch

Several researchers have worked on the history and archaeology of Palghat
regic n (Buchanan 1800; Gundert 1868; Logan 1887; Ward and Conner 1891; Krishna
Aiyai 1975; Paulose 1990; Rajendran 1990; Gurukkal and Varier 1999; Abraham
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2002, 2004). Despite these pioneering works, most parts of Palghat district remain
unexplored for archaeological remains. The author has explored and discovered
several megalithic and historical sites in and around Kollengode region (Sanalkumar
1998, 2001). A brief description of these sites is presented below.

Megalithic Burials at Chinganchira

Chingachira is a megalithic burial site located 7 km south of Kollengode in the
Thenmala Valley along the southern bank of
the Gayathri river. The site has cist and urn
burials, and was discovered by the author in
the 1990s (Sanalkumar 1998). A cist in a plot
(belonging to Mr. Vayanadan Vasu) on top of
a small hillock, was excavated by the Kerala
,State Department of Archaeology in 1999-2000.
The cist burial had a main chamber and a small

* front chamber. The orientation of the cist was

Fig. 2. Pottery from the Cist Burial in east-west direction. From this cist, human
Excavated at Chinganchira bone fragments, iron swords and axes, black
ware ring stands, bowls and jars of black-and-

red ware (Fig. 2), and carnelian beads were found.

'In Palghat district, the megalithic monuments are mainly concentrated along the
mountain and river valleys, especially along the banks of the Bharathapuzha and its
tributaries. In the Thenmala valley region, Elavanchery, Pallavur, Kumbalakkode
and Nelliyampathy have megalithic burial remains (Valath 1986; Abraham 2002;

.Jenee 2002). Explorations by the author have brought to light dolmenoid cists and
urn burials at Makkanamkurussi and Kalliyankadu, Neelikkad, Cholakkad,
Parayanpallam, Viruthy and Perattukavu.

Granite menhirs have also been located at Viruthy and Perattukavu. The menhir
at Viruthy measures in 3.35 m in width, 2.43 m in height and 0.9 m in thickness.

Manjikkal Rock shelter (Manjikkal Kotta)

During the course of the exploration, the author has identified a natural rock
shelter with evidence of human activities in the Thenmala valley, about 8 km south
of Kollengode near the Palakapandi waterfalls. The natural cave called Manjikkal
Kotta is about 25 m in length, 15 m in width and height, and c. 200 m in circumfer-

ence. The steep granite wall surfaces in the interior of the rockshelter have 36
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sockets (0.4 m x 0.4 m) scooped into, perhaps meant for inserting wooden beams
for roofing (?). These sockets clearly suggest the use of this shelter in the past by
humans. This shelter can accommodate more than 50 persons comfortably. Local
legends say that this shelter was used by ancient settlers
and hermits, and as natural hideout by armies. The word
Manjikkal may have derived from the names of Jain saints,
Manjiswaran and Manjinathan. It'is close to the trade
route that leads to Parambikulam-and Idukki hill ranges
via Nelliampathy. Therefore, it might have also been oc-
cupied by the people who were using the trade route,
The exact chronology of occupation of this shelter is not
known.

Kokkipara Rock Shelter )

Kokkipara rock shelter, located 50 m south of |RESRNEETEIEIIINE
Manjikal Kotta, appears like some of the rock shelters |55 vENYY
with paintings reported from Marayur in Kerala (Fig. 3). '_‘x"\".'“_’s"‘ll«i‘i.x
This shelter may also have been used by the prehistoric Pig. 3. A view of the

people. Further surveys might reveal archaeological traces ~ Rockshelter ar Kokkippara
of human occupation.

Rock Engravings at Arayankulam

Arayankulam rock shelter is situated 4 km south of Kollengode and half a
kilometer east of Kosavankode Porai. Engravings
of a tree-like motif and what appears like a plan
of a structure are seen on the floor of the shelter -
(Fig. 4). Its antiquity is yet to be established.

At Kosavankode Porai an engraving of iguana
_ (udumpu in Malayalam) is found. Three natural
caves are also found in the vicinity.

Rock Engravings at Chathiyode

Rock engravings were also identified at
Chathiyode para situated 5 km southeast of Kollengode. Here, a beautifully en-
graved image of a cow/bull occurs on the granite rock surface (Fig. 5). This animal
figure is covered with an ornamented cloth. A garland of bells is also seen on the
neck. Near the engravings, an idol of Mahakali is found within a granite enclosure.

Fig. 4. Rock engravings at Arayarnkulam
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Fig 5. Bull'Cow figure engraving at
Chatbryode

Archacology of Kollengode Region, Palghat District, Kerala

The ornamented designs on the cloth, and the bells
suggest that the engraving perhaps belongs to the
historical period.

Kovilakam Parambu Palace Site, Nenmeni

Nenmeni is situated 2.5 km south of
Kbollengode. The palace compound, locally known
as Kovilakam Parambu is in the centre of Nenmeni
village. According to oral tradition, this site was the
seat of the ancient Vira Ravi Vamsam of
Venkundranadu. The area of the palace compound

is around one kilometer in radius. The Kovilakam Parambu site is littered with
granite slabs, and the local people report the discovery of granite foundation stones

and gold coins of historical period, while digging
this area. When the existing Kollengode palace
was constructed, granite slabs taken from
Kovilakam Parambu site were used after cleans-
ing them with special prayers and rituals.

Stone Well

A stone well known as Pottakinaru lying to
the north of the pillared hall was excavated by the
Kerala State Archaeology Department, based on
the information givcn by the author (Fig. 6). A
stone inscription in vattezhuthu, a broken idol of

Fig. 6. A view of the Excavated Well,
Koliengode

Durga, remnants of pranala, bali stones (sacn(xcnl altar) and foreign and Indian

coins were found. The huge well measures 4.5 m in dia and it has been excavated

up to 4 m. It was built with dresscd stones and is believed to have been built around
the 10® to 14th centuries.

Stone Inscription

Excavation of the above-mentioned well by

" the Kerala State Archaeology Department revealed
a vattezhuthu inscription on a granite slab at
Kovilakamparambu site (Fig. 7). The inscription
has been read by Dr. M.G.S. Narayanan, Dr.M.R.
Raghava Varier and the Director of Archaeology,

Fig..7. Inscription from the Exca-  Sri. Manmadan Nair.

vated Well, Kollengode
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The inscription reads:
“Virychika viyaa-zham Idava Naaya-ttin
Ven-kundru- nat utatya Ekken komathy kutbicha kiner”
Translation: -
“The well was caused to be dug by Venkundranadu Ekken
Komathy in the month of Virychika viyaazham Idava Naayattin.”

The inscription may be datable to the 10® to 14th centuries on the basis of
palacography. The inscription clearly hints about the presence of the ancient
Venkundranadu kingdom. The exact boundary of Venkundranadu is not known. It
is not certain if the geographical boundary of the ancient Venkundranadu coincides
with the boundary of Venganadu Nambidi principality of the early 20" century. Itis
believed that the Venganadu Nambidis had also enjoyed their privileges obtained
by the Venkundranadu or Venginadu rajas of ancient period.

*The earliest reference to the Venkundranadu was obtained in 1895 with the
discovery and transcription of an,ancient epigraph on the moolasthanam {(founda-
tion base) of the Vadakkunnathan temple at Thrissur (South Indian Inscriptions
V: 787). The inscription in Granda and Tamil characters is tri-lingual—Sanskrit,
Malayalam and Tamil.

It reads:

“Viayaazham Dbanu naayattin ven-kundru- nat- wtaiya
Iravi Viran sri- moolsthanam karinkkal Pani cheyyi - chedbe.,
Panayan chery ittt pani kon-dathe”.

(Sowuth Indian Inscriptions V: 787)

This inscription is the first source that proved that the king Vira Ravi of Kollengode
was a historical figure, not a legendary character. According to Prof. K.V. Krishna
Aiyer (1973) this inscription can be assigned to sometime either before A.D, 991 or
after A.D. 1035 (11th or 12th century).

Pillared Halls (Kalmandapas)

Two four-pillared halls are found at the Kovilakamparambu site. One pillared
hall is open and the other is converted into a shrine for a Durga idol, by closing the
sides with walls. Both the mandapas measure 2.6'm x 2.6 m in area and the height is
2.7 m. Originally, the shrine had only the lower half of the Durga image and the
torso of the image was found later, while excavating the well. The chronology of the
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The image is seated in /ilasana on a pedestal with
Jatabbaram spread out in five layers. Both the ears have
patbrakundalas. It is adorned with three valayas and two
keyura valayas each. The right palm is placed open on
the right thigh holding a flower and the left hand rests on
the left thigh. The sacred thread (yajnopavitha) crosses
over the left shoulder. It has layers of chains or necklaces,
and also an udharabandba. There are anklets (plain and
with chilangais) in both the legs. The rounded sculpture
has prominent, protruding eyes. Certain attributes of this
image resemble Sastha.

Hero Stone

~ ., Fig . Stone IoI of
A hero stone is found to the northwest of the Shiva e, o obsntad oo, FR

temple at Viruthy (Fig. 9). A soldier holding a chained Viruthy
tiger is carved on the stone (MMNR 2005). The exposed
portion of the hero stone measures 0.7 m x 0.7 m.

Oral tradition preserves the story of Pulikuththy Mannadiyar who captured a

dreaded tiger that troubled the local people.

R AR T Happy with the bravery of Mannadiyar,

TS & WM}" the then rajas of Kollengode gifted this land

: RG] (o him ac Viruthy. It is reported the

WewA®H Mannadiar was killed by the Durga Devi of

l"[;, e
¥

0 Swes?

Pallasena Bhagavathikavu, situated 5 km
west of Kollengode, by drowning him in
the lotus pond. He was cremated in the
temple premises itself ac Pallasena and his
samathi (monument) can be found here.
! : 8l TheSivatemple at Viruthy is still under the
Fig 9. Hero stone of Pultieutht control of the descendants of Pulikuththy

Marnadiyar . Mannadiyar. According to the family
sources, the Mannadiyars did not approve the power of Kollengode Nambidi dy-
nasty, who were empowered by the %amorin. Tgerefore, the period of Pulikuththy
Mannadiyar might be datable to the period before the capturing of the Kollengode .
kingdom by the Zamorin, around,l4t§ century A.D.

The tradition of erecting hero stones is very common in the Palghat region.
They occur in large number in the Attapadi area. Another hero stone was discovered
by the author near Kottayambalam 4 km from Viruthy.
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mandapas is not clear. There is a view that it could date to 8.9 centuries A.D.
Kundukulam

Kundukulam is a pond belonging to the temple lying to the east of the well. It
is reported that originally it was built with granite blocks, which were robbed by the
local people. This pond seems to have some historical significance.

Viruthy
Viruthy is situated 4 km southeast of Kollengode. This site has a stone idol
(Muneeswaran/Sastha?), a padapeedam (footprints), a stone pillar, manikundram

lotus pond, a herostone, a megalithic (?) menhir and a motif of fish and crocodilé
carved on the walls of the Shiva temple.

The term ‘Viruthy' is also known as ‘dhanabhoomi’, which means the land
gifted by the royalty. The usage of the term ‘viruthy' dates back to the medieval
period. The Viruthy land was normally given to persons as a reward for their ser-
vices to the country or temple. The present Virithy land is divided into Valiya
Viruthy and Cheriya Viruthy or Eda Viruthy. Now the ownership of the Viruthy land
is possessed by local people. Perhaps it is possible that this area was donated to
some individuals by the kings in the early period.

Stone Pillar

The Shiva temple at Viruthy has a huge stone pillar in front of the Muneeshwaran
shrine. Its exact function is not clear. The pillar does not appear to be a
deepastbambam (Lamp post). It could have been a victory pillar or erected by the
devotees for some purpose.

Padapeedam (Footprint)

Another interesting find is a stone slab (1.26 m x 0.76 m) carved with a pair of
footprints (29 cm x 10 cm) found in the northeastern corner of the Manikundram
lotus pond, outside the Siva temple complex at Viruthy. The exact context of this
padapeedam is not known. Actually the concept of padapeedam is related to the

Jainism or Buddhism and, hence this padapeedam could have associated with any
of these religions.

Stone Image

A stone image, locally known as Muneeshwaran, Rishiswaran or Rajarshi, ob-
tained nearly seventy years ago, while cleaning the Manikundram lotus pond, is
installed in a separate shrine (Fig. 8).
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Pallavur Shiva Temple Inscription
Pallavur lies 7 km west of Kolléngode. The Shiva temple has a late historical

Malayalam/Tamil inscription on the compound wall. This inscription has not yet
been transliterated.

Sankarankudam Stone Inscription

The author has identified another stone inscription from the Sankarankudam
temple, sitvated five km southwest of Kollengode néar Cherapuram. This inscription
is found on a stone slab close to the nalambalam. The stone slab on which the
inscription is found measures 1 m x 0.8 m.

Prof. M.G.S. Narayanan’s preliminary reading of che text is as:

‘Sankaran kuda thirumura chekavaraude (padi thurathbu) Melepathil Ponnan
Mikkatbayan Vidbina Vyazbathil Pant Cheyichu.”

It speaks about the construction of the temple at Sankarankudam by one
Melepathil Ponnan Mikkathayan. According to Dr. M.G.S. Narayanan, who visited
the spot, and Dr. M.R. Raghava Varier, compared to the Kovilakamparambu inscrip-
tion mentioned above, the Sankarankudam inscription is expected to be later.

Conclusion .
The survey indicates that Kollengode area is rich in archaeological remains of

Megalithic and Medieval periods. A proper documentation and more detailed stud-
ies on these remains will shed more light on the past of Kollegode regiofi.
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ri-124 THE GEOGRAPHICAL IDENTITY OF SEAT OF ANCIENT CITY

OF CHERA KINGDOM PORAINADU OF KERALA
Dr. V.SANALKUMAR HSST ( Geography)- Kerala Govt Best Higher Secondary Teacher Award- 2012

Jayakeralam H.S.S, Pulluvazhi (PO), Emakulam District.Kerala State- Pin 683541
E-mail: v.sanalkumar@gmail.com

Abstract:

Even though historians have been generally analyzed about the existence of South Indian
ancient City of Porainadw/Chera Kingdom of South Indian Tamizhakam based on the Tamil
Classical Samgam and Post Sangam literatures that prevailed between the period from 300 B.C
t0 300 A.D, the identity of actual location of seat of ancient city of Chera Kingdom ‘Porainadu’
with its geographical and archaeological background, has not yet been properly explored. The
field exploration conducted by the present researcher along the tributary zone of the
Gayathripuzha Valley of the mighty river Peraru/Bhararhapuzha of Palakkad District of Kerala
State have been yielded a large number of geographical and archacological evidences datable
between above 10,000 B.C to 1800 A.D. This section deals with the geographical identity of the
seat of ancient Porainadu in Palakkad district of Kerala State based on historical, geography and
archacological evidences. The analysis concludes that the Porainadu culture was not a sudden
outcome but surely be the continuation of the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Megalithic and Early historic
culture and the Palakkad District of Kerala State was the hub of Porainadu is the main theme of
this research paper.

Key words: Porainadu, microliths, Postholes, Mrgaliths,Rock Engravings, Sangam and Post
Sangam Works.
pL-125 Solid Waste Management Planning in Aurangabad City

Dr. S. A. Patil S. B. SavantAssistant

Professor ,Dept. of Geography, Research Student, Dept. of Geography
M.S.S. Arts, comm. & Science College Jalna

Abstract:
India is one of the most densely populated countries in the world has the lowest sanitation
coverage. The proportion of household using improved sanitation facilities is just 40%..
Aurangabad city was selected for the study purpose.
The paper analysis the solid waste management and disposal at in Aurangabad agencics
involved, their infrastructure, manpower, funds and the problems faced by the agencies &
also examine the eﬁeﬁmaumwum.hm»mm

Sheth J.N. Paliwala Commerce, Arts& Science College Pali-Sudhagad, Raigad Page 99
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